
HIGH SPEED UK : I05 
Infrastructure Diagrams illustrating HSUK ‘EWR-ALT’ scheme 
for development of East-West Rail in Oxford-Cambridge Arc 

I05A Historic LNWR Varsity Line and Main Line Network 

I05B Existing EWR Sections and Main Line Network  

I05C Official EWR Scheme juxtaposed with HS2 

I05D EWR-ALT Scheme juxtaposed with HS2 

I05D EWR-ALT & HSUK Proposed Infrastructure 

I05F EWR-ALT Scheme juxtaposed with MML/ECML Connections 

I05G EWR-ALT Scheme juxtaposed with WCML/ECML Connections 

I05H EWR-ALT Scheme juxtaposed with WCML/MML Connections 

I05I EWR-ALT, HSUK Full Scheme & Links to HSUK National System 

I05J Network created by EWR-ALT Scheme & HSUK National Routes 

September 2025 Update 
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EAST WEST RAIL 
LNWR ‘VARSITY LINE’ &     

HISTORIC MAIN LINE NETWORK  

LNWR ‘Varsity Line’ 

Great Western Main Line 

Great Central Main Line 

West Coast Main Line 

Midland Main Line 

East Coast Main Line 

West Anglia/GE Main Line 

Other route & station   

I05A 
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EAST WEST RAIL 
EXISTING EWR SECTIONS & 

MAIN LINE NETWORK     

Surviving Varsity Line section 

Section under restoration 

HS2 under construction 

Great Western / Chiltern Lines  

West Coast / Midland Line 

East Coast / West Anglia/GE 

Other route & station  

Oxford P’way        

South Coast        

I05B 



Nuneaton             

Coventry             

Rugby            

Kettering                

Market  
Harboro’               

Corby                  

Milton 
Keynes                  

Northampton                   

Bedford 
Midland      

Peterborough    

Wellingborough     

Melton 
Mowbray  

Oakham                

Stamford    

Spalding    

Leicester  

Leamington  

Harlington   

Flitwick    

Wixams    

St Johns    

St Neots       

Huntingdon     

Warwick     
Wolverton    

Bletchley    
Leighton 
Buzzard         

Tempsford   

Oxford               

Luton               

Cambridge                 

Stevenage               
Leagrave  Winslow       

Banbury  

Biggleswade    

Arlesey     

Sandy     

Letchworth         

Royston        

Bicester N    

Bicester V         

Hitchin       

Welwyn        

Cambourne    

Kings 
Lynn               

Thetford   

Soham    

Newmarket    

Bury St 
Edmunds  

Hinckley           

March  

Ely  

Cambridge   
North     

Cambridge 
South    

Hemel   
Hempstead    

Watford 
Junction                

High Wycombe       

Didcot                      

Aylesbury          

P. Risborough 
Amersham    

St Albans    

Hertford 

Harlow     

Reading    

Slough       

Swindon        

Bishops 
Stortford                

Stansted 
Airport                

Audley 
End                

Stratford      

Newbury   

Norwich  

Ipswich  

Ipswich & 
Norwich  

Luton Apt.   

Lincoln    Doncaster     

Thame & H     
Berkh’st’d      

Tring   

Cheddington    

AV P’way        

Birmingham     

Birmingham      

B’ham/WCML       

Birmingham        

Worcester       

Bristol/ 
Cardiff       

Basingstoke       

Exeter        

Guildford         

Nottingham  
& Derby    

PA    EU     KX      StP   LS     

London   

Crewe & 
Stoke     

Old Oak 
Common  

Universal    

MA    

 2020 ©  NETWORK     Ltd    
Company No. 08398469 

EAST WEST RAIL 
OFFICIAL SCHEME WITH   

NO LINK TO HS2     

Official East-West Rail route  

HS2 new high speed line  

Other route & station     

Official EWR scheme follows 
new Bedford-Cambridge 

alignment, fully independent of 
original LNWR ‘Varsity Line’     

Oxford P’way        

South Coast        

I05C 

Note no 
practicable spur  

connection to 
HS2        
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EAST WEST RAIL 
HSUK EWR-ALT SCHEME  

JUXTAPOSED WITH HS2     

EWR-ALT East-West main line  

New links to existing network 

Onward bus connection 

HS2 new high speed line  

Other route & station     

HSUK EWR-ALT scheme follows 
official EWR route east of St 

Neots      
HSUK EWR-ALT scheme 

partially follows original 
LNWR route east of Bedford      

Oxford P’way        

South Coast       

I05D 

Note no 
practicable spur  

connection to 
HS2        

New spurs  
to WCML      
& MML      

New spur 
to ECML              
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EAST WEST RAIL  
EWR-ALT & HSUK    

PROPOSED INFRASTRUCTURE 

New line 

Restored line 

Upgraded line 

Existing line used by 
EWR-ALT & HSUK  

New/modified/existing 
EWR-ALT/HSUK station  

Other route / HS2 

HSUK orbital route  

Other route & station   

Oxford P’way        

South Coast       

Heathrow       
Gatwick            

I05E 

EWR-ALT trunk route  
EWR spurs & HSUK works      

Potential EWR 
extension – 

note possible  
need for GWML 

4-tracking         

Potential EWR 
extensions          

HS2                
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EAST WEST RAIL 
HSUK EWR-ALT SCHEME &     

MML/ECML CONNECTIONS     

EWR-ALT East-West main line  

EWR links to existing network 

MML (south) to ECML (north) 

MML (north) to ECML (south) 
Other route & station     

Oxford P’way        

South Coast       

I05F 

HS2                
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EAST WEST RAIL 
HSUK EWR-ALT SCHEME &     

WCML/ECML CONNECTIONS     

EWR-ALT East-West main line  

EWR links to existing network 

WCML (south) to ECML (north) 

WCML (north) to ECML (south) 
Other route & station     

Oxford P’way        

South Coast         

I05G 

HS2                
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EAST WEST RAIL 
HSUK EWR-ALT SCHEME &     

WCML/MML CONNECTIONS     

EWR-ALT East-West main line  

EWR links to existing network 

WCML (south) to MML (north) 

WCML (north) to MML (south) 
Other route & station     

Oxford P’way        

South Coast      

I05H 

HS2                
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EAST WEST RAIL 
HSUK SCHEME & EWR LINKS 

TO HSUK NATIONAL SYSTEM     

EWR-ALT East-West main line  

New links to existing network 

Onward routes to east & west 

HSUK new high speed line 

Other route served by HSUK 

HSUK London orbital route  

HS2 new high speed line  

Other route & station   

Oxford P’way        

South Coast       

Heathrow       
Gatwick            

I05I 
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EAST WEST RAIL  
NETWORK CREATED BY   

EWR-ALT SCHEME & HSUK       

EWR-ALT East-West services  

Onward routes to east & west 

EWR-ALT North-South services  

HSUK National route & major 
hub station served by HSUK 

HS2 new high speed line  

Other route & station   

Oxford P’way        

South Coast       

HSUK extension to 
London not shown   

in full detail 

HSUK N-S HSL 
potentially truncated 

at Crick     

I05J 

Leicester, Northampton, MK, 
Oxford & Reading all served 
by trains HSUK02 & HSUK03, 

linking South Coast to 
Yorkshire & Scotland and to   

Manchester & Liverpool   


